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Life at Washington College is regulated, in 
part, by an active Student Council which 
administers an effective Honor System and 
strives to preserve the traditions of honesty, 
friendliness and mutually helpful service, 
which have given Washington College the 
distinction ‘‘The Friendly College.” 


Although the College is strictly a non- 
sectarian institution, it believes that a well- 
rounded education is fundamentally ethical 
and religious. Close co-operation is sought 
with the churches of the town and an active 
Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. supplements the 
endeavors of the College to inculcate in the 
students the desire for straight thinking, 
wholesome emotion, and human service. 


BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 


The original Washington College building, erected 
in 1783, was destroyed by fire in 1827. The oldest 
of the buildings now on the campus is Middle Hall, 
one of the men’s dormitories, built in 1844. Men 
students are housed also in West and East Halls and 
in three fraternity houses owned by the College. 

Reid Hall, the dormitory for women, was enlarged 
and beautified in recent years. It bears the name of 
a former President, Dr. Charles W. Reid. The 
gymnasium is named for former President, James 
W. Cain, in whose administration it was built. 

William Smith Hall accommodates the class- 
rooms, the administrative offices, the laboratories 
and the library. Recently, Dr. George A. Bunting 
of Baltimore, an alumnus, pledged the College 
$50,000 as an initial contribution toward the 
erection of a library building. 

Hodson Hall, opened in 19377, was a gift to the 
College in memory of the late Col. Clarence Hodson 
of East Orange, N. J. at a cost approximating 
$60,000. It contains the College dining hall and 
kitchen, and student lounge and club room. 

A central heating plant, the President's house, 
and several faculty houses and service buildings 
complete the group. The beautifully landscaped 
campus overlooks Chestertown and the Chester 
River. 
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ATHLETICS AND HEALTH 


Play is an important factor in a successful college 
experience. Physical exercise helps to insure clear 
and active minds. Team play develops co-operation; 
competition develops good sportsmanship. Wash- 
ington College believes in these things. 

Games and sports are carried on at all seasons. 
Class and organization leagues are maintained. 
There is a spacious modern gymnasium; and indoor 
and outdoor running tracks, tennis courts, playing 
fields for hockey, baseball and football. 

Intercollegiate or intramural competition is main- 
tained in football, basketball, baseball, track, and 
tennis; and training is given in boxing, wrestling, 
and gymnasium work. 

The College is a member of the Middle States 
Athletic Association and competes also in the 
Mason & Dixon Conference in track and field sports 
and the Maryland Collegiate League in basketball 
and baseball. Strict scholastic eligibility is required 
of students who participate. 

For girls, the activities include field hockey, 
basketball, archery, tennis, fencing, folk dancing, 
and gymnasium. 

A protessionally supervised health program pro- 
vides physical examination and daily medical 
service for all students and a required class course 
in Health and Hygiene. 


A wide program of non-athletic activities is 
maintained to attract the interest of all types 
of students. Among these activities are the 
College publications, weekly and annually; 
the dramatic club, the ‘glee clubs, the 
orchestra, the Mount Vernon Literary 
Society, the debate club and various de- 
partmental clubs, as in French, Chemistry, 
Biology, History, and the Classics. Election 
to the Scholastic Honor Society or to the 
Honorary Activity Society, Omicron Delta 
Kappa, is highly prized. 

There is at Washington College a fine 
balance of the social and the scholastic 
life in which are united the development 
of the mind, the body, the spirit, the social 
personality, and the qualities of good 
citizenship. 
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It is not accidental that the first chartered college in 
Maryland bears the name of George Washington. 
Founded at a time when the Revolutionary War 
interfered with the activities of the colleges of New 
England and other states north of Maryland, it 
secured from the beginning the active interest and 
support of the great leader, who consented that it 
be named for him, gave to its endowment, visited 
it as a member of its first governing Board, and 
received from it the first honorary degree granted 
him after his election to the presidency. 


Kent County School, a flourishing academy in 
Chestertown, the Alma Mater of Washington's first 
biographer Mason L. Weems, cf Governor Robert 
Wright, and other leading men in the colony, had 
already nearly 75 years of honorable history when 
Dr. William Smith, who had helped Benjamin 
Franklin establish the College of Philadelphia (now 
the University of Pennsylvania), became its head 
master. He enlarged the curriculum, raised an 
endowment of £10,300, and secured for it a charter 
establishing it as a college under Washington's 
name. The charter, dated May 31, 1782, is the 
tenth oldest collegiate charter in the United States. 
The first class was graduated in 1783, at the first 
collegiate commencement in Maryland. 


Dr. William Smith, for whom the central building 
on the campus today is named, was a notable 
teacher and preacher, holding honorary degrees 
from Oxford, Dublin, and Aberdeen, at which 


university he received his undergraduate training. 


His tireless labors brought wide support to the 
College, and its importance in the educational 
world was felt from the beginning. 

Associated with Smith and Washington were 
such men as Governor William Paca, Samuel 
Chase, Robert Goldsborough, John Page, General 
John Cadwalader, Joshua Seney, James Lloyd, 
Benjamin Chambers, and others whose names 
recall their leadership in Maryland and the for- 
tunes of the newly formed nation. 

In a letter to Dr. William Smith, Washington 
commented that, ‘In civilized societies, the welfare 
of the state and happiness of the people are ad- 
vanced or retarded in proportion as the morals and 
education of the youth are attended to.’’ Wash- 
ington College still believes this to be true, and 
holds to this ideal of education as a means of 
advancing society. 

Nowhere has time dealt in more kindly fashion 
with history and tradition than in Maryland's beau- 
tiful Eastern Shore, and with its ancient colonial 
college, now, as in the earlier days, an institution 
of sound, effective learning for a cultured and 
honorable citizenship. 


ALUMNI 


Washington College alumni can be found in promi- 
nent places in all lines of activity. Few small 
colleges can point to a larger proportion of grad- 
uates in positions of leadership over so long a time. 
They have been, or are, in the U. 5S. Senate, the 
House of Representatives, legislatures of various 
states, on the higher courts, in the Governor's 
chair, in the bishoprics of two denominations, 
prominent in law, medicine, the ministry, and in 
business large and small. They have been teachers 
in schools and colleges, principals, superintendents, 
and college presidents. 


In very recent years, the number of Washington 
College graduates in the higher schools of the 
leading universities has been increasing. Within 
the last three years they have been found in the 
graduate and professional schools of Harvard, 
Princeton, Columbia, University of Pennsylvania, 
M. I. T., Georgia Tech., Virginia, Johns Hopkins, 
Boston, Duke, George Washington, Clark, Univer- 
sity of Maryland, and others. They are accepted 
directly into these graduate universities on the 
basis of their work done at Washington College, 
and in 1938 eleven of them were holding scholar- 
ships or fellowships in these universities for 
meritorious work. 


Washington College believes strongly in the power 
gained by close contacts between students and 
faculty. There is, on the average, one teacher for 
each eleven students. Freshmen share with upper- 
classmen in the instruction given by department 
heads and senior professors. 


All members of the faculty are persons of wide 
training and experience, and some of them have 
been at Washington College for many years. 


All department heads, and a majority of the 
assistant professors, hold the Doctor’s degree. 
Their training is wide, including such institutions 
as Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Cornell, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, McGill, Indiana, Vanderbilt, George 
Washington, Ohio State, Radcliffe, and others. 
Several have travelled and studied abroad. They 
will be found in ‘‘Who’s Who in America,” 
“American Men of Science,’’ ‘“‘Who’s Who in 
American Education,’’ and the various professional 
publications of their special departments. 


Most important is the fact that all are teachers 
whose ideal is to give to their students the benefit 
of their years of learning and experience in a 
careful and friendly fashion. 


The great advantage of the small college is evi- 
dent in this respect. From the beginning, there is 
an understanding between student and instructor 
which makes easy the adjustment between pete 
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The degrees granted in course by Washington 
College are those of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor 
of Science. 


For the Arts Degree, students may major in 
English, History, French, German, Economics, or 
Mathematics and may choose their minors from 
these fields or from Government, Latin, Sociology, 
or Spanish. 


For the Science Degree, students may choose 
either Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, or Physics, 
and take as their minor some one other science. 

Courses in the Department of Education meet the 
requirements for certification as high school 
teachers. | 


For catalogue and other information, please 
address 
President's Office, 
Washington College, 
Chestertown, Maryland 


